BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the March 25, 2009 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Tolokken. Minutes of the February meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted. We had no guest speaker.
Leif Marking asked if there were any nominations from the floor for members who are interested in a board position. Leif Tolokken, Fred Craig and Pete Tabor board terms were set to expire. The were no other nominations and Leif Tolokken, Fred Craig and Pete Tabor agreed to board positions for another 2 year term.

Leif Marking presented a plaque to Fred Craig for all the work and dedication that Fred has put toward our organization. He was instrumental in getting the clubhouse weatherproofed and building wood duck house canister holders in the shed. Fred was given life membership.

March Annual Budget: Willie Fernholz made a motion that BPCA should seriously consider updating the well and septic system. The budget was accepted with the $10k adjustment for the well and septic system.
La Crosse County Conservation Alliance annual banquet is Wednesday, April 8th at the Baus Haus.  Cost is $14/person. BPCA is purchasing 6 tickets. The guest speaker will be talking about invasive species. The alliance put together a position statement supporting a measure that the DNR Secretary be appointed by the conservation board and not be the Governor.
Bluebird Report: Now is the time to get all your houses cleaned. The Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin (BRAW) made $2000 on the $500 that BPCA invested toward a new house design. If you are interested in bluebirds but don’t know were to start there is a link on the BPCA website that covers bluebirds A-Z. If you are having problems with sparrows in your bluebird nests see Fred Craig.  He has a few ideas on how to trap the sparrows.
Wood Duck Report: We desperately need a few 50 degree days to paints some houses. Currently, we have no wood duck houses in inventory that are complete for selling. Fred Craig is looking a building a few more wood duck house lifters.
Oak Trees: The Boy Scouts will help us plant oak trees on Rosebud Island on Saturday, April 18th.

Elm Trees: Marc Schultz mentioned that the US Army Corps of Engineers wants to know if our organization would be interested in planting Dutch Elm resistant elm trees in the backwaters. The Corps would supply the seeds. We would have to plant them in the nursery next to the clubhouse and then in 2-3 years move the trees to the river bottoms.

Cormorant Island Project: Leif Tolokken bought two game cameras from Gander Mountain for this project.  We should pick a weekend to install and begin monitoring these.

NEW BUSINESS

A motion was made and approved to donate $100 to North American Squirrel Association (NASA) for their upcoming banquet.

The Mississippi Valley Conservancy (MVC) is looking into introducing quail on land that they own and are looking to see if we might we interested in helping. Questions were raised, such as what is the success rate, is hunting allowed, what type of habitat is required, etc.? Alan Daus suggested asking someone from MVC to be a guest speaker on this topic.
BPCA was runner up for the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation Conservation (WWF) Group award. The WWF highly recommended that we apply next year and that there would be a very good chance of our group getting selected.

Our Treasurer, Pete Tabor stated that the bank requires the following statement to be in our minutes, “BPCA sponsors the Brice Prairie Bike Time Trial and the Morris (running) Challenge and accepts checks for these events.”

Marc Schultz asked the members if BPCA could donate $50 to La Crosse County Conservation Alliance toward a rifle for the Wisconsin Conservation Congress to be held in La Crosse, Wi in May 2009
See Dick Marco if you want to be entered in the Turkey Contest.
Lunch was provided by Dick and Mary Hellerude.

Upcoming …...  May 2009, Wisconsin Conservation Congress, La Crosse, Wi. Does BPCA want to donate items for the raffle? April 25 – Mississippi River Cleanup
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BPCA Wed Site:     www.briceprairieconservation.org
